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Food contact materials as source of chemical food contaminants

All foodstuffs come into contact with food contact materials (FCMs) during various stages of storage, processing, filling, 
packaging, preparation and/or consumption. While FCMs are essential, especially for improving shelf-life and enabling 

transport, they can also be a source of chemical food contamination. In this presentation, I will review current regulation on 
FCMs in Europe, discuss the types of chemicals that are present in and migrate from different FCMs and highlight an analysis 
of chemicals of concern used in the manufacture of FCMs. I will further discuss challenges to chemical analysis and hazard 
characterization of migrating substances, thereby highlighting toxicological assessment of overall migrate, mixture toxicity and 
the concept of endocrine disruption.
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