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The prevalence of anemia among school age children infected with Schistosoma mansoni in Ethiopia
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he study was conducted to assess the prevalence of anaemia among school age children infected with Schistosoma mansoni

(S. mansoni) in Northwest Ethiopia. School based cross sectional study was conducted from April 30, 2013 to June 30, 2013.
Stool and blood samples were collected from 410 school age children. S. mansoni infection was determined using wet mount
and Kato-Katz technique and hemoglobin concentration was measured by portable HemocueTM device (hemoglobinometer,
Angelholm, Sweden). The prevalence of S. mansoni was 74.1%. Out of the 410 children examined, 12.43% were anaemic.
Mean hemoglobin concentration was significantly lower among children infected with S. mansoni compared to those who
were not (P<0.05). The difference in haemoglobin concentration was significant among children with light (mean 14.36 (+1.6
SD) g/dl), moderate (mean 13.71 (+1.5 SD) g/dl) and heavy intensity of infection (mean 13.87 (£1.7 SD) g/dl) (P<0.05).
Furthermore, the level of hemoglobin was negatively correlated with intensity of S. mansoni infection (r=-0.6). The findings
of this study demonstrated high prevalence of anaemia among school age children infected with S. mansoni in Northwest
Ethiopia. Therefore, there is a need to design strategies that help to diagnose school age children for anaemia instead of testing
for only S. mansoni infection.
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