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The study aimed to identify healthcare providers’ adherence levels to Ethiopia’s national tuberculosis guidelines (NTG) during 
the diagnosis and treatment of TB. Data were collected from 233 medical records, using checklists. 
Healthcare providers adhered to the NTG during TB diagnosis for female (60.9%; n=67) and male (56.1%; n=69) patients. The 

correct numbers of anti-TB pills were prescribed for 91.8% (n=101) of the females and for 90.2% (n=111) of the males. However, 
TB drugs were both over and under prescribed. Smear negative pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB) cases were over-diagnosed. Only 
2.6% (n=2) of the 76 smear negative PTB patients had been diagnosed correctly. 

Enhanced compliance with the NTG, especially concerning the diagnosis of smear negative PTB patients, and the correct 
prescriptions of anti-TB drugs, would increase the number of correctly diagnosed and treated TB patients, improve TB treatment 
outcomes, decrease the spread of TB and prevent the development of multi-drug resistant TB.
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