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This presentation will highlight three main international law and policy “current systems” that set courses for achieving sustainable 
aquaculture operations around the globe. First, key provisions of the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea will be described. 

The Convention grants coastal States jurisdictional rights over aquaculture developments within national zones of jurisdiction, 
including 200 nautical mile exclusive economic zones, but also imposes environmental responsibilities, such as the fundamental duty 
to protect and preserve the marine environment. Second, the role of international environmental law agreements in setting directions 
for the management of aquaculture will be reviewed with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) being central. For example, 
the CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 includes a target (target 7) for managing aquaculture areas sustainably by 2020 in 
order to ensure the conservation of biodiversity. A CBD technical report on solutions for sustainable aquaculture, published in 2004, 
suggests best practices including avoiding the use of non-native species and encouraging the culture of different species together 
(polyculture). A third source of international guidance for aquaculture is documents emanating from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO). The implications of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries for aquaculture will be emphasized 
along with key FAO technical guidelines applicable to aquaculture calling for precautionary and ecosystem approaches.
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