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ith an objective to assess the perception of community pharmacists towards the quality and prices of locally manufactured

medicine in Kabul, Afghanistan a cross-sectional study was conducted. A total of =198 community pharmacists was
approached in Kabul city to participate in the survey. Most of the pharmacists n=140 (70.7%), had 11-20 years of pharmacy
practice in the community. As Afghanistan’s pharmaceutical sector depends on imported medicines, we found that, n=91
(45.90%) pharmacists chose Abbot, GSK and Getz (Pakistani pharmaceutical company), n=46 (23.2%) pharmacists chose
Exir (Iranian pharmaceutical company) to obtain their medicine and, n=31 (15.7%) of pharmacists chose to obtain locally
manufactured medicines. When the community pharmacists asked, that locally manufactured generics are equal in their quality
compared to the imported generics, about 50.50% of the respondents have shown their disagreement and, 50% have shown
their agreement. Results depict that 70.70% of the respondents believed that manufacturers of local generic products have a
reliable logistic and drug delivery system and 50% of the respondents preferred to stock and dispense locally manufactured
generics because the companies provide a good bonus scheme. Importantly, 80.8 % of the respondents believed that credibility
is their concern when stocking medicines in their pharmacy and warehouses. Majority 90.40% of the respondents suggested
that the Afghan government need to convince pharmacists that registered locally manufactured generics are of high quality
and standards.
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