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With the renewed vigor and determination in the counter-insurgency operation by the Nigerian military to end the Boko 
Haram activities, many of their members are surrendering on daily basis. Before releasing them from the prison to be 

rehabilitated and integrated into the society, they undergo de-radicalization. Despite these efforts by the military, there are still 
cases of bombings of soft targets by these militants. It is difficult ascertaining those responsible for the bombings. It could be the 
unrepentant group or some recalcitrant members of the group that was earlier reintegrated to the society. This paper examined 
the possibility of proper record keeping of these repentant militant using DNA fingerprinting. In the event of a bomb explosion 
the specimen of the remnants from the bomb site can easily be screened and match with the existing database to ascertain if 
the culprit was once a Boko Haram member. DNA fingerprinting is a laboratory technique used to establish a link between 
biological evidence and a suspect in a criminal investigation in which the DNA sample taken from a crime scene is compared 
with a DNA sample from a suspect. Because nearly every cell in a person’s body contains the same complete set of DNA, the 
DNA isolated from the dried blood, bone, nail or hair found at the suicide bombing scene can be compared to a DNA sample 
earlier collected from those repentant Boko Haram members which can help to ascertain who the criminal is.
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